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Welcome
Our success in securing Commonwealth 
funding is helping to accelerate delivery of 
the Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater 
Project. With two projects currently under 
construction and a further two set to 
commence shortly, we are seeing 
significant momentum across our capital 
works program. All four projects have 
benefited from Commonwealth funding 
secured through the Disaster Ready Fund 
and Urban Rivers and Catchments 
Program.
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$92.4m in capital funding has been received and has contributed towards delivery of $77.4m of capital works. An 
additional $5.3m of capital works are currently in progress, with construction contracts to be awarded for two 
new projects in the coming weeks.

Financial Summary

Capital Funding Summary as at 31 August 2026

The Board approved the 2025/26 audited 
financial statements on 15 September 2026 
and the Board’s auditors have confirmed 
that the audit opinion will be issued without 
qualification. The Board also approved the 
2025/26 Annual report, which is accessible 
on the Reports’ page of the Board’s website 
or by clicking HERE. 

2026/27 Operating Summary as at 31 August 2026

Income
Expenses
Net Surplus
Depreciation

Actual YTD
$473,052
$158,087
$314,965
$69,624

Budget YTD
$445,597
$179,349
$266,248
$78,790

Variance $
$27,455
$21,262
$48,717
$9,166

• $38.2m from the 5 Constituent Councils – the Cities 
of Adelaide, Burnside, Mitcham, Unley and  West 
Torrens.

• $33.9m from the Stormwater Management 
Authority.

• $17.5m from the Commonwealth Government, 
being portion of a total $21.6m commitment 
provided under 3 grant programs.

• $2.8m from other sources including property 
owner contributions to projects and smaller State 
Government grant programs.

https://bhkcstormwater.com.au/agendas-minutes-reports/
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Engaging with impacted property owners 

Landowner Engagement 

The creek network within the catchment is largely 
contained within privately owned land, traversing 
backyards, passing beneath dwellings and forming an 
integral part of the urban landscape. Effective 
engagement with property owners is therefore 
fundamental to the successful delivery of the project.

The Board is committed to keeping property owners 
informed about planned flood mitigation works and 
their potential impact on private property. Recognising 
that every property and landowner has different 
circumstances and priorities, the Board takes an open, 
respectful and flexible approach to engagement and 
negotiation. This approach allows project solutions to 
be tailored to individual properties, including adapting 
channel treatments to achieve the required flow 
capacity while responding to site-specific conditions 
and opportunities.

To support this approach, the Board has developed a 
suite of documents to provide clarity for property 
owners, establish consistent processes and make 
engagement as straightforward as possible.

Delivery Framework for Channel Upgrades
The Delivery Framework sets out six stages involved in 
delivering a channel upgrade, from initial concept 
design through to construction. It identifies the 
activities, deliverables, property owner consultation, 
decision gateways and indicative duration for each 
stage. The framework provides property owners with a 
clear understanding of how a project will progress and 
the opportunities available to contribute throughout 
the process.

Design Guide
The Design Guide provides 
property owners with a reference 
manual for the range of 
reinstatement treatments 
available within their properties. 
It establishes a design palette 
that reflects the character and 
qualities of Upper Brown Hill 
Creek and supports the project’s 
objective of delivering 
infrastructure that is aesthetically 
considered, resilient, sustainable, 
practical to construct and easy to 
maintain. The guide distinguishes 
between the Board’s standard 
reinstatement options and 
opportunities for property 
owners to contribute financially 
towards value-add outcomes.

Landowner Information Guide
The Landowner Information Guide 
explains the Board’s approach to 
delivering stormwater infrastructure 
upgrades on private property. It 
outlines why access to private land 
may be required, the Board’s 
statutory powers and responsibilities, 
and the rights and protections 
available to property owners. It also 
explains how the Board works with 
landowners to minimise impacts, 
address property-specific matters 
and achieve practical outcomes 
wherever possible.

Access and Tenure Flowchart
The Board requires access to private 
property to design, construct and 
maintain stormwater infrastructure. 
The Access and Tenure Flowchart 
explains the statutory powers 
available to the Board to undertake 
temporary works and outlines the 
three mechanisms available to 
secure access for the construction 
and ongoing management of 
permanent infrastructure.

Template Licence Agreement
The Board has established a template licence 
agreement for property owners whose land 
incorporates a section of the creek. The licence 
provides the Board with the necessary permission to 
access and use the land to deliver creek upgrade works 
and establishes the terms and conditions governing 
that access and use. A schedule to the licence provides 
flexibility to incorporate property-specific terms and 
conditions agreed with individual landowners.
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Landowner Engagement continued

The creek network within the catchment is largely 
contained within privately owned land, traversing 
backyards, passing beneath dwellings and forming an 
integral part of the urban landscape. Effective 
engagement with property owners is therefore 
fundamental to the successful delivery of the project.

The Board is committed to keeping property owners 
informed about planned flood mitigation works and 
their potential impact on private property. Recognising 
that every property and landowner has different 
circumstances and priorities, the Board takes an open, 
respectful and flexible approach to engagement and 
negotiation. This approach allows project solutions to 
be tailored to individual properties, including adapting 
channel treatments to achieve the required flow 
capacity while responding to site-specific conditions 
and opportunities.

To support this approach, the Board has developed a 
suite of documents to provide clarity for property 
owners, establish consistent processes and make 
engagement as straightforward as possible.

Delivery Framework for Channel Upgrades
The Delivery Framework sets out six stages involved in 
delivering a channel upgrade, from initial concept 
design through to construction. It identifies the 
activities, deliverables, property owner consultation, 
decision gateways and indicative duration for each 
stage. The framework provides property owners with a 
clear understanding of how a project will progress and 
the opportunities available to contribute throughout 
the process.

Design Guide
The Design Guide provides 
property owners with a reference 
manual for the range of 
reinstatement treatments 
available within their properties. 
It establishes a design palette 
that reflects the character and 
qualities of Upper Brown Hill 
Creek and supports the project’s 
objective of delivering 
infrastructure that is aesthetically 
considered, resilient, sustainable, 
practical to construct and easy to 
maintain. The guide distinguishes 
between the Board’s standard 
reinstatement options and 
opportunities for property 
owners to contribute financially 
towards value-add outcomes.

Respectful and constructive engagement extends 
throughout the project lifecycle and is particularly 
important once works commence on site. The 
Board places a strong emphasis on engaging 
construction contractors who understand the 
unique challenges of working on and around 
private property and who demonstrate a genuine 
commitment to working respectfully with affected 
landowners. The value of this approach was 
reflected in a recent gesture from a property 
owner to members of the Camco site team, with a 
card expressing appreciation for the 
professionalism, consideration and care 
demonstrated throughout six months of works at 
their property:

Dear Neil,

Thank you very much for all your amazing work 
you and Phil have done at our place over the 
last 6 months.

In addition to your professionalism and 
impressive skills was the consideration and 
thoughtfulness you have given to us. You have 
always been prepared to stop and chat to 
explain what you are doing which has been very 
reassuring, 

The works under our house and rebuilding the 
creek banks could have been a really difficult 
experience but you and Phil have made it a 
positive memory for us. 

Thank you very much.

Kind Regards,

[Impacted property owners]

Landowner Information Guide
The Landowner Information Guide 
explains the Board’s approach to 
delivering stormwater infrastructure 
upgrades on private property. It 
outlines why access to private land 
may be required, the Board’s 
statutory powers and responsibilities, 
and the rights and protections 
available to property owners. It also 
explains how the Board works with 
landowners to minimise impacts, 
address property-specific matters 
and achieve practical outcomes 
wherever possible.

Access and Tenure Flowchart
The Board requires access to private 
property to design, construct and 
maintain stormwater infrastructure. 
The Access and Tenure Flowchart 
explains the statutory powers 
available to the Board to undertake 
temporary works and outlines the 
three mechanisms available to 
secure access for the construction 
and ongoing management of 
permanent infrastructure.

Template Licence Agreement
The Board has established a template licence 
agreement for property owners whose land 
incorporates a section of the creek. The licence 
provides the Board with the necessary permission to 
access and use the land to deliver creek upgrade works 
and establishes the terms and conditions governing 
that access and use. A schedule to the licence provides 
flexibility to incorporate property-specific terms and 
conditions agreed with individual landowners.
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Project Highlights

$75m+
of critical stormwater 

infrastructure delivered

$21.6m
in Commonwealth 

funding secured

Key flooding hotspots 
now being addressed 
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Betty Long Gardens

Millswood Project Works
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Funding Acknowledgment
The Wilberforce Walk project is being delivered 
with the support of funding from the Australian 
Government’s Disaster Ready Fund.

Funding Acknowledgment
The Forestville Reserve project is being delivered 
with the support of funding from the Australian 
Government’s Urban Rivers and Catchments 
Program.

Upper Brown Hill Creek

Wilberforce Walk, Forestville Forestville Reserve

The Forestville Reserve project is in the 
pre-construction phase, with works to commence 
on-site in the latter part of 2026 and continue into 
2027. The delivery approach seeks to achieve channel 
naturalisation and biodiversity outcomes with a focus 
on protection of significant trees, improved water 
quality and habitat for native species, and opportunities 
for increased amenity and community interaction.

A site visit was attended with the Friends of Forestville 
Reserve on 10 September 2026 and the project plans 
were well-received, with valuable suggestions and 
feedback provided by the group.

ONGOING

The Wilberforce Walk project, between Third Avenue 
and Leah Street in Forestville, is in the pre-construction 
phase with works to commence on-site in the latter 
part of 2026 and continue into 2027. The delivery 
approach seeks to achieve the required flow capacity 
while ensuring protection of the Significant Grandfather 
Red Gum and maximizing opportunities for planting 
new large native trees to enhance the tree canopy 
along Wilberforce Walk. The new culvert crossings at 
First Avenue and Second Avenue will include the 
relocation of some existing utility services and new 
footpaths on both sides of the roads.

PRE-CONSTRUCTION

PRE-CONSTRUCTION
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Funding Acknowledgment
The Cross Rd to Hampton St, Hawthorn project is 
being delivered with the support of funding from 
the Australian Government’s Disaster Ready Fund.

Funding Acknowledgment
The Betty Long Gardens project is being delivered 
with the support of funding from the Australian 
Government’s Urban Rivers and Catchments 
Program.

Betty Long GardensCross Rd to Hampton St, Hawthorn

Upper Brown Hill Creek

Construction commenced on the Cross Rd to Hampton 
St, Hawthorn project in January 2026 and is due for 
completion in the first half of 2027. This section of 
creek runs through private properties and is a known 
flooding hotspot, with multiple properties at this 
location inundated by high flow events in 2005, 2016 , 
2023 and 2026 and remaining vulnerable to flooding. 
The delivery approach seeks to achieve the required 
flow capacity while integrating the channel wall 
selections of adjoining property owners and otherwise 
minimising the land that is impacted by the works. The 
new culvert crossing at Hampton Street will include the 
relocation of some existing utility services and new 
footpaths on both sides of the road.

Construction commenced on the Betty Long Gardens 
project in the latter months of 2025 and the civil works 
are predominantly complete, with landscape 
reinstatement remaining. The condition of the existing 
Brown Hill Creek watercourse through Betty Long 
Gardens and adjacent private property had been 
significantly impacted by high flow events in 2005, 2016 
and 2023 which caused erosion of the creek bed and 
undermining of the channel banks. The delivery 
approach sought to achieve channel naturalisation and 
biodiversity outcomes with a focus on protection of the 
significant Kauri trees located along the top of the 
western bank, improved water quality and habitat for 
native species, and opportunities for increased amenity 
and community interaction.

CONSTRUCTION

CONSTRUCTION


