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Video Conference 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 
Judith Choate, Chairperson  
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Paul Bowler  
Paul Gelston  
Geoff Vogt 
 

OTHER ATTENDEES 
 

Peta Mantzarapis, Project Director 
Patricia Coonan, Project Secretariat 
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Acknowledgement of Country 
 

 
 

We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on  
today is the traditional lands for the Kaurna people and that we  

respect their spiritual relationship with their country. 
 

We also acknowledge the Kaurna people as the custodians of the  
Adelaide region and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are  

still as important to the living Kaurna people today. 
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MINUTES 
 

BROWN HILL AND KESWICK CREEKS  

STORMWATER BOARD  
 

Meeting Monday 8 June 2020 

Commencing at 4:00pm 

 

1. Meeting Administration 

1.1. Present 

• Judith Choate, Chairperson  

• Rachel Barratt, Board Member 

• Paul Bowler, Board Member 

• Paul Gelston, Board Member 

• Geoff Vogt, Board Member 

• Peta Mantzarapis, Project Director 

• Patricia Coonan, Project Secretariat 

1.2. Apologies 

Nil 

1.3. Declaration of Interests 

Nil 

 

2. Discussion Items  

2.1. South Park Lands Early Works Procurement 

The South Park Lands project involves 2 distinct sub-projects: 

• Wetland in Victoria Park/Pakapakanthi (Park 16) 

• Creek works in Blue Gum Park/Kurranga (Park 20) 

Although the works are being managed as a single project, delivery during the 
construction phase presents opportunities for separable works packages to ensure 
successful engagement with stakeholders and ideal seasonal timing. 
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 The Board discussed commencement of the procurement process for the removal of 
the poplar tree grove and associated earthworks in Park 16 and the installation of 
culverts in Park 20 and the following points were noted:  

• The delivery of works is dependent on funding in terms of timeframes and the 
order in which we deliver the works.  

• We do not need DA approval for these two works packages, but we do need 
approval from the City of Adelaide. Both contracts will be contingent upon 
approval by City of Adelaide and approval by the Board following submission of 
a proposed cash-flow covering the full project scope.  

• The success of the poplar tree removal is heavily dependent upon timing of the 
works. Installation of the culverts in Park 20 will assist in minimising impacts on 
the existing TreeClimb business and will ensure the project is well positioned for 
planting to occur post-summer. 

• The procurement documents need to be issued then once approval is in place, 
we can award the works.  

• During the information session due to be held with APLA on 18 June, the Board 
would like the Project Director to note the urgency of removing the poplars and 
reinforcing the information provided at last year’s presentation as well as 
emphasise the design effort and that it has been optimised already. It is also 
prudent to emphasise the risk of flooding and the time sensitivities.  

• The subsidiary is an agent of the five Constituent Councils to implement the 
SMA, and it is not within the subsidiaries discretion or power to revisit the 
design or project. Conceptual difficulties would need to go back to the 
Constituent Councils.  

• The subsidiary acknowledges and is not dismissing the ecological environmental 
impact; however, we are making the best decision we can with minimal 
damage.  

• It is not surprising that there is community interaction on this matter as it is 
acknowledged that tree removal is a sensitive issue, however the SMP premise 
and core part of the subsidiary business is to reduce flood risk.  

• It was noted that the poplars are not significant trees; they are an invasive 
species that impact upon the health of the creek (weed removal). 

The Board discussed the Advertiser article and the specific commentary around 
‘competing demands to work around’. It was noted that there was no spokesman as 
such, and the quote was taken from discussions at the APLA meeting. 

The Board would like to see a key messages summary issued to the Constituent 
Councils. A longer term issue is making sure a response is prepared ahead of time and it 
would be worth speaking with Hughes PR who provide our media monitoring to prepare 
an action plan for this type of event happening in future. We need to be ahead of the 
questions that may be asked with answers ready.  
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The Project Director noted that a media plan including key messages is already in place 
for South Park Lands.  

The Board agreed that an overarching message needs to be present on the website and 
provided in all communications and presentations, key objectives of the project, as it is 
acknowledged that this will always be a sensitive issue.  

Key objectives should include:  

• Key messages about Aboriginal heritage. 

• Make each of the project points. 

• Design undertaken with environment and values of Adelaide Park Lands in 
mind. 

• We are delivering this project under the SMP for and on behalf of the 
Constituent Councils. 

• Consultation for this project has being ongoing for well over 12 months. General 
positive support to date.  

• The importance of the project and that we are doing it for the right reasons. 

The Board discussed the $1.5m of the Glenside budget that has been transferred across 
to this project and agreed that the full Glenside budget should be transferred across to 
South Park Lands. 

The Project Director is waiting on confirmation as to whether the SMA will be in a 
position to provide funding in advance as this will affect project timing. The work will 
involve needing to fence off large areas of the parklands, but once the culverts are 
installed, the fencing will be removed. There is a risk with the fencing and vandalism 
that may occur – this should be added to the risk register.  

We have now heard that the funding grant being sought was unsuccessful. 

ACTION: Project Director 

BHKCSB 89/19-20 
Moved: Paul Gelston 
Seconded:  Geoff Vogt 

That the Board approves the commencement of procurement for the removal of the poplar 
grove and associated earthworks in Park 16. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
BHKCSB 90/19-20 
Moved: Geoff Vogt 
Seconded:  Paul Gelston 

That the Board approves the commencement of procurement for the installation of culverts in 
Park 20. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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2.2. Draft OEC June Meeting Agenda 

 The Board discussed the proposed OEC agenda and it was noted that the Project 
Director will provide the report for the draft Position Paper for Ownership and Control 
of Assets to selected Board Members for feedback before it is finalised. The Board 
approved the draft agenda with the addition of: 

• Add Item 4.3 – Media Policy – this needs to be discussed in the context of the 
Park Lands and the increased level of activity. The Advertiser article should also 
be provided. The position on the subsidiary’s interaction with the media may 
need to be revisited.  

ACTION: Project Director 

BHKCSB 91/19-20 
Moved:  Paul Gelston 
Seconded: Geoff Vogt 

That the Board approves the OEC agenda with the addition of Item 4.3 ‘Media Policy’.  

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

2.3. Draft 2020/21 Budget  

 It was noted that the Board has seen various iterations of the budget and the 
discussions at last months’ ARC have been accounted for in this iteration. The following 
amendments were discussed and approved:  

• The budget should include the SMP budgeted figure as it was set out in the 
original SMP and the inflated figure to 2020 terms. 

• The budgeted statement attached as attachment 7 lists all the capital works 
expenditure and it is in accordance with the status of the paper but does not 
include works prior to the establishment of the subsidiary. The Board would like 
a footnote added, listing the projects that have not been included in the capital 
works expenditure and why. 

• Change ‘Ongoing Financial Costs’ to ‘Financial Management Costs’ as they refer 
to the accounting costs from the accountant.   

• Table 1 – change right column to ‘Difference 2019-20 Budget vs 2020-21 
Budget’.   

• For operating expenses, include the total expected budget for the prior financial 
year so that we can see the expectation for 2020/21 against what we put up this 
time last year (what we forecast and what we are now saying it’s going to be).  

• Table 3 requires a footnote explaining that South Park Lands can only be 
delivered if the funding is available.  

• Attachment 1 table is a copy of Table 1 in the report and the ‘July 2020’ heading 
needs to be ‘budget expenditure’.  
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• Attachment 3 – add in footnote stating if those amounts are increased, we can 
deliver the South Park Lands works sooner. 

• Attachment 4 Blue Gum Park / Kurrangga / Park 20 Creek Works, second 
paragraph re construction works late 2020 (change to September/October). 
Upper Brown Hill Creek, Area 1 (Everard Park) second paragraph, update culvert 
progress information. Whole of Project Delivery Strategy fourth and fifth dot 
points should be consolidated as the real purpose and the other dot points are 
what we are doing within that purpose.  

• Attachment 5 has the budget for next year but should add forecast as a 
reference point.  

• Number all the tables in the report and attachments so they follow on from one 
another, making it easier to refer to them.  

The Board discussed the timing of adoption of the budget. The Charter may need to be 
updated to allow the Board to adopt it earlier. The Project Director will note this as a 
possible change to the Charter and check what the legislation allows.  

ACTION: Project Director 

BHKCSB 92/19-20 
Moved:  Geoff Vogt 
Seconded: Paul Gelston 

That: 

1. The report be received. 

2. The draft 2020/21 budget be adopted by the Board subject to minor amendments as 
discussed. 

3. The budget be presented to each Constituent Council within five business days after 
adoption, in accordance with Clause 16.3 of the Charter. 

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

3. Next Meeting 

Wednesday, 17 June 2020 

 

4. Meeting Close 

The meeting closed at 5:31pm. 


