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1. Introduction 
 

The Brown Hill Keswick Creek (‘BHKC’) Stormwater Project (the ‘Project’) is a collaborative 

undertaking between the Cities of Adelaide, Burnside, Mitcham, Unley and West Torrens (the 

‘Constituent Councils’). 

 

Brown Hill, Keswick, Glen Osmond and Park Lands Creeks are important drainage watercourses in 

metropolitan Adelaide.  The creeks have a low standard of flood protection resulting in a history of 

flooding.  Their combined catchment is predominantly contained within the Local Government area of 

the five Constituent Councils, which are home to more than 200,000 residents.  The Project is 

designed to mitigate serious flood risks and help safeguard properties across the catchment through 

the implementation of a stormwater management plan (‘SMP’) that was approved and gazetted in 

February 2017. 

 

The SMP satisfies best practice outcomes for stormwater management as set out in the Stormwater 

Management Planning Guidelines of the Stormwater Management Authority (‘SMA’). 

 

The scope and complexity of the Project are such that it could only be delivered effectively and 

efficiently by the five catchment Councils working collaboratively through a single entity.  The Councils 

have therefore established the Brown Hill and Keswick Creeks Stormwater Board (the ‘Board’) as a 

regional subsidiary under the Local Government Act to co-ordinate implementation of the SMP. 
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2. Chairperson’s Report 
 
This is the second annual report of the Brown Hill and Keswick Creeks Stormwater Management 
Board, a regional subsidiary established in February 2018 pursuant to the Local Government Act (SA). 
 
The report in respect of the period from the appointment of the current directors in August 2018 until 
the appointment of the current Project Director in January 2019 reflects the focus of the Board on a 
variety of establishment-related matters, including the constitution of an Audit and Risk Committee, 
engagement of bookkeeping, accounting services and corporate secretarial services, appointment of 
an auditor, establishment of bank facilities, tax and other regulatory registrations and the recruitment 
of a permanent Project Director. 
 
The balance of the report addresses the considerable progress achieved to date in implementing the 
Stormwater Management Plan. A notable achievement was the completion of the Hawthorn Reserve 
project, delivered by the City of Mitcham in conjunction with the Mitcham Library upgrade and officially 
opened on 9 May 2019. Much of the success in this regard can be attributed to the strong support of 
stakeholders, including the Stormwater Management Authority (SMA) and the five constituent 
Councils, their staff and their CEOs in particular. The works undertaken to date form a solid foundation 
for progress in the coming year. 
 
It is my pleasure as Chair of the Board to deliver the 2019 Annual Report. 
 
 
Judith Choate 
Chairperson 
 
September 2019 
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3. Organisation Framework  

 

3.1 History – Joint Arrangement Phase 
 

From its inception in 2007 until February 2018, the project was conducted as a joint arrangement 

between the Constituent Councils in accordance with a Memorandum of Agreement dated December 

2008. 

The Memorandum of Agreement included the following principal objectives and provisions: 

• The Councils would establish a regional subsidiary in terms consistent with principles for 

stormwater management including implementation of works and services of the relevant 

SMP. 

• The Councils would work collaboratively through a steering group, comprising chief 

executives or their delegate, with the power to employ a Project Director, engage expert 

advice and establish a technical support group (along with other provisions). 

• The City of Unley (as ‘host’ Council) would provide for the administrative functions of the 

project, including entering into agreements with third parties, holding moneys, keeping 

financial and other records, and employing support staff. 

During the joint arrangement phase the SMP was developed as a collaborative effort leading to its 

subsequent approval by the SMA and gazettal of its adoption in February 2017.  Certain investigations 

and works of the SMP were also delivered during the joint arrangement phase, as detailed further in 

Section 5.2 – Capital Works. 

 

3.2 Regional Subsidiary 
 

A condition of the SMA approving the SMP was that a Regional Subsidiary be established within 12 

months to implement the SMP and manage its works and other measures on behalf of the Constituent 

Councils.  The Regional Subsidiary, known as ‘The Brown Hill and Keswick Creeks Stormwater Board’ 

(the ‘Board’) was established in February 2018 pursuant to Section 43 of and Schedule 2 to the Local 

Government Act 1999.  The Board is governed by the Charter prepared by the five Constituent 

Councils and subsequently approved by the Minister for Local Government. 
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3.3 Charter 
 

The Charter governs the affairs of the Board by setting out its purpose, function and powers, including 

governance provisions of Schedule 2 of the Local Government Act.  It also provides the Constituent 

Councils with a legally enforceable agreement specifying their rights and obligations in achieving 

common interests. 

Section 4.1 of the Charter sets out the purposes of the Regional Subsidiary, as follows: 

4.1.1 to implement or oversee the construction of stormwater infrastructure for the purposes 

of the implementation of the Plan - subject to first obtaining the approval of the relevant 

Constituent Council(s) and, if necessary, the consent of the Storm Water Management 

Authority, in respect of any material change in the design or the cost of any works of 

implementation;  

4.1.2 to oversee the maintenance and repair and/or renewal of stormwater infrastructure 

established through the implementation of the Plan;  

4.1.3 to oversee the implementation of associated, adjacent and/or related infrastructure 

works or measures on behalf of a Constituent Council at the cost of the Constituent 

Council;  

4.1.4 to hold stormwater infrastructure constructed in the implementation of the Plan on 

behalf of the Constituent Councils as agreed from time to time by resolution of the 

Constituent Councils;  

4.1.5 to implement such other non-infrastructure measures as set out in the Plan or approved 

by the Constituent Councils or as determined by the Board to be necessary or 

convenient for or incidental to the implementation of the Plan;  

4.1.6 to provide a forum for the discussion and consideration of the Constituent Councils' 

obligations and responsibilities under the Plan;  

4.1.7 to enter into agreements with Constituent Councils for the purpose of managing the 

Plan; 

4.1.8 to co-operate insofar as it is reasonably practicable with the Natural Resource 

Management Board in the performance of its functions under the Natural Resources 

Management Act 2004 and otherwise with any other agency or instrumentality of the 

State, any body corporate and/or natural person including but not limited to landholders; 

and  

4.1.9 to exercise other powers and functions as the Board considers necessary or convenient 

for or incidental to the purposes for which the Regional Subsidiary has been 

established. 
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3.4 Legislation 
 

Legislation relating to stormwater management and the powers and responsibilities of interested 

parties are contained in the Local Government (Stormwater Management Agreement) Amendment Act 

2016, Schedule 1A of the Local Government Act 1999 and the Natural Resources Management Act 

2004. 

The SMA was established pursuant to the Local Government (Stormwater Management) Amendment 

Act 2007, with reference to the Stormwater Management Agreement between the State Government 

and the Local Government Association.  The Stormwater Management Agreement (originally of 2006) 

was revised in 2013 and the Act was subsequently amended in 2016. 

Functions of the SMA include the facilitation and coordination of stormwater management planning by 

councils involving production of stormwater management plans and administration of the Stormwater 

Management Fund.  The fund provides assistance to Local Government organisations for stormwater 

management planning and works, including the Project. 

The Board was established as a Regional Subsidiary pursuant to Section 43 of and Schedule 2 to the 

Local Government Act 1999.  Section 43 allows two or more councils to form a separately 

incorporated entity (‘Regional Subsidiary’) to provide specified services and/or activities, subject to 

obtaining Ministerial approval.  The provisions relevant to a Regional Subsidiary are set out in 

Schedule 2 to the Act. 
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3.5 The Board 
 

The Board is responsible for the administration of the affairs of the Regional Subsidiary.  It is 

responsible for ensuring ‘the Regional Subsidiary observes the objectives set out in the Charter, that 

information provided to the Constituent Councils is accurate and that Constituent Councils are kept 

informed of the solvency of the Regional Subsidiary as well as any material developments which may 

affect the operating capacity and financial affairs of the Regional Subsidiary’. 

The Board comprises five members appointed for a three-year term, excepting that the first 

appointments were made on a differential basis – two members for three years, two members for two 

years and one member for one year.  Elected Members and officers of the Constituent Councils are 

precluded from board membership.  

Board Members were appointed following recommendations made by a Nominations Committee, as 

defined in the Charter.  The process required appointment of persons with demonstrable skills relevant 

to the purpose of the Regional Subsidiary, particularly in respect of corporate financial management, 

corporate governance, project management, general management, engineering, economics or 

environmental management.  The Chairperson is determined by the Board and is appointed for a term 

of 1 year. The inaugural Board of the Regional Subsidiary was appointed on 3 August 2018: 

• Geoff Vogt  1-year term expiring 2 August 2019 

• Paul Bowler   2-year term expiring 2 August 2020 

• Rachel Barratt  2-year term expiring 2 August 2020 

• Judith Choate  3-year term expiring 2 August 2021 

• Paul Gelston  3-year term expiring 2 August 2021 

Prior to appointment of the current Board, the Owners Executive Group, as detailed in Section 3.7, 
acted as an interim board. 
 

3.6 Audit and Risk Committee 
 

An Audit and Risk Committee was formed by resolution of the Board on 9 August 2018.  Board 

Members Geoff Vogt, Rachel Barratt and Paul Gelston were appointed to the committee by resolution 

of the Board on 16 August 2018 with the Charter requiring in Section 9.6 (a) that the Chairperson of 

the Board also ‘serve as Chair of all committees established by the Board’.  The first meeting of the 

Audit and Risk Committee was held on 27 August 2018.   

On 18 October 2018, the Board resolved that ‘the Board appoint to the Audit and Risk Committee an 

independent person whose financial qualifications are endorsed by the Councils, and who is to be paid 

an amount equivalent to that of independent members of other Local Government subsidiary Audit 

Committees’.  The Board subsequently resolved on 15 November 2018 to appoint Justin Humphrey of 

Grant Thornton as the independent member of the Audit and Risk Committee. 
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3.7 Owners Executive Group 
 

The Owners Executive Group, previously known as the Project Steering Group, consists of a 

representative from each of the Constituent Councils. Membership is currently: 

• City of Adelaide  Klinton Devenish, Executive Manager 

• City of Burnside  Barry Cant, Acting Chief Executive 

• City of Mitcham  Matt Pears, Chief Executive 

• City of Unley   Peter Tsokas, Chief Executive 

• City of West Torrens  Terry Buss, Chief Executive 

Meetings between the Board and the Owners Executive Group are scheduled quarterly. Prior to 

appointment of the Board on 3 August 2018, the Owners Executive Group also acted as an Interim 

Board.  

 

4. Project Schedule 
 

The main objective of the SMP is to “mitigate the risk and reduce the impact of major flooding from the 

four major watercourses on properties within the BHKC catchment, up to and including a 100-year 

average recurrence interval (ARI) flood. A 100-year ARI flood is also referred to as a 1 in 100-year 

event and has a 1% chance of occurring in any given year.  Other objectives are concerned with 

quality of runoff and effect on receiving waters, beneficial reuse of stormwater and effective 

complementary planning requirements”. 

The capital works program specified within the SMP is broadly outlined as follows, with detail relating 

to the current status of projects provided. 

PROJECT NAME 
2016 SMP 
BUDGET 

STATUS 

Ridge Park Detention Dam $2,800,000 Complete 

BHC Diversion Culvert by DPTI $5,000,000 Complete 

South Park Lands     

   - Victoria Park $11,565,731 In Progress 

   - Park 20 $2,300,948 In Progress 

   - Glenside $3,491,319 In Progress 

Lower Brown Hill Creek Capacity Upgrades     

  Watson Avenue to Marion Road     

   - Land Acquisition $1,511,328 Pending 

   - Watson Ave - Marion Road Upgrade $4,971,382 Pending 
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PROJECT NAME 
2016 SMP 
BUDGET 

STATUS 

   - Watson Ave Brige Replacement $1,649,781 Pending 

   - Harvey Rd Bridge Replacement $1,459,980 Pending 

  Marion Road Bridge     

   - Marion Rd Bridge Replacement $4,600,555 Pending 

  Marion Road to Birdwood Terrace     

   - Land Acquisition $1,735,901 Pending 

   - Birdwood Tce - Marion Rd Upgrade $8,218,666 Pending 

  Birdwood Terrace to South Road     

   - Land Acquisition $617,432 Pending 

   - Grassmere Res - Birdwood Tce Upgrade $3,225,360 Pending 

   - Daly Rd Bridge Replacement $1,583,447 Pending 

   - South Rd - Grassmere Res Upgrade $2,436,282 Pending 

  Anzac Highway to South Road Upgrade     

   - Land Acquisition $1,433,013 Pending 

   - Anzac Hwy - South Rd Upgrade $4,109,527 Pending 

   - Farnham Rd Bridge Addition $1,517,542 Pending 

Flow Diversions     

   - Section 1 - Le Hunte Barracks $21,684,746 Pending 

   - Section 2 - Barracks $6,041,679 Pending 

   - Section 3 - Anzac Hwy $15,352,672 Pending 

Upper Brown Hill Creek - Area 1     

   - Creek Works & Easements $5,164,557 In Progress 

   - Bridge Upgrades $2,835,443 Pending 

Upper Brown Hill Creek - Hawthorn Reserve $1,500,000 In Progress 

Upper Brown Hill Creek (excl. Area 1)     

   - Creek Works - Area 5a $1,514,218 Pending 

   - Creek Works - Areas 5B and 6 $3,230,332 Pending 

   - Creek Works - Areas 2, 3 & Orphanage Pk $6,258,768 Pending 

   - Bridge Upgrades (excl Area 1) $5,754,028 Pending 

   - Creek Rehabilitation $1,817,062 Pending 

   - Easements $2,725,592 Pending 

Glen Osmond Creek Minor Upgrade Works $800,000 Pending 

Water Quality Works (GPTs) $1,000,000 Pending 

 

The cost of delivering the capital works program was estimated at approximately $140m in 2015/16. 

An Indicative 20 Year Works Schedule detailing the estimated timing for delivery of all infrastructure 

projects associated with the SMP is attached herewith and marked Appendix 1. 
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5. 2018/19 Achievements 

5.1 Operational 
 

Many key operational milestones have been achieved in the reporting period including: 

The Board 
 

Appointment of the Board Members took effect on 3 August 2018 following recommendation by the 

Nominations Committee. 

In the 2018/19 reporting period, meetings of the Board were attended as follows: 

 Board Members 

Meeting Date 
Geoff 
Vogt 

Judith 
Choate 

Paul 
Bowler  

Paul 
Gelston 

Rachel 
Barratt 

3 August 2018      

9 August 2018      

16 August 2018      

20 September 2018      

18 October 2018      

15 November 2018      

12 December 2018      

16 January 2019      

21 February 2019      

21 March 2019      

16 May 2019      

20 June 2019      
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Audit and Risk Committee 
 

Establishment of the Audit and Risk Committee took effect on 9 August 2018 with the first meeting of 

the Committee held on 27 August 2018 and appointment of an independent Committee Member made 

on 15 November 2018. 

In the 2018/19 reporting period, meetings of the Audit and Risk committee were attended as follows: 

 ARC Members 

Meeting Date 
Geoff 
Vogt 

Judith 
Choate 

Justin 
Humphrey 

Paul 
Gelston 

Rachel 
Barratt 

27 August 2018   N/A   

11 February 2019      

16 April 2019      

13 June 2019      

Business Plan 
 

A Business Plan covering the four-year period from 2018/19 to 2021/22 was prepared and adopted by 

the Board in August 2018. 

Accountants and Auditors  
 

Appointments of William Buck as accountants and Galpins as auditors to the Regional Subsidiary 

were made by resolution of the Board on 20 September 2018. 

Project Director  
 

Peta Mantzarapis was appointed as Project Director commencing 14 January 2019 with the role of 

Executive Officer transferring from Michael Salkeld to Peta by resolution of the Board on 16 January 

2019. 

Schedule of Works 
 

Scheduling of individual project works has been established over the life of the Project and both short-

term and long-term financial planning has been considered with reference to the expected delivery 

schedule. 
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Finance Systems  
 

Finance systems have now been established separately from the City of Unley and a reconciliation 

process has been completed to balance any funds owing to the City of Unley.  Xero is being used as 

the Board’s financial management system. 

2019/20 Budget 
 

The 2019/20 budget has been finalised and provided to all Constituent Councils in a format consistent 

with that of the Model Financial Statements.  Formats have also been established to comply with the 

reporting requirements in accordance with Regulations 9 and 10 of the Local Government (Financial 

Management) Regulations 2011.    

Policies and Procedures 
 

Development of policies and procedures has been a key focus of the Audit and Risk Committee and 

the following policies have now been adopted by the Board: 

• Media Engagement Policy 

• Procurement Policy and associated forms 

• Invoice Payment Policy 

• Credit Card Policy 

• Expense Approval and Reimbursement Policy 

• Decision Making Framework for Discretionary Projects 

• Public Consultation Policy 

• Work Health and Safety 

In addition, policies currently in progress include – Prudential Management, Terms of Reference for 

Technical Assessment Panel and Financial Delegations. 

Technical Staff & Finance Staff – Constituent Councils  
 

A meeting of the Project Director and technical staff of the Constituent Councils occurred on 5 May 

2019 with discussion points including timing of projects, project budgets, initiation of project works, 

responsibility for delivery, suppliers and the Technical Assessment Group. 

A meeting of the Project Director and finance staff of the Constituent Councils occurred on 28 May 

2019 with discussion points including timing of projects, project budgets, finance requirements in 

accordance with Regs 9 and 10, timing and content of finance reports, ownership and control of 

assets. 
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Operational Matters 
 

Various operational matters have been attended to and are now functioning efficiently including IT 

arrangements, banking systems, establishment of a postal address and a meeting venue separate 

from the City of Unley.  

Workshop 
 

A workshop attended by the Board, Project Director, Owners Executive Group, technical and finance 

staff of the Constituent Councils was held on 20 June 2019 to discuss the ownership and control of 

assets.  This workshop was useful in establishing a position regarding the responsibilities for 

delivering project works, responsibility for ongoing care and control of assets, insurance implications, 

financial and accounting implications. 

Reporting Requirements 
 

The Local Government Act 1999 along with the Charter of the Board prescribe various reporting 

requirements with which the Board must comply.  These requirements include but are not limited to: 

• Maintenance of a register of Board motions and instances where the Common Seal has been 

affixed. 

• A Key Outcomes Summary to be provided to the Constituent Councils within two weeks 

following each ordinary meeting of the Board. 

• Budget to be prepared for the next financial year. The Budget must be adopted by the Board 

after 31 May but before 30 June each year and must be provided to each Constituent Council 

within five business days after adoption. 

• Reports in accordance with Regulations 9 and 10 of the Local Government (Financial 

Management) Regulations 2011. 

• Audited financial statements to be provided to the Chief Executive Officer of each Constituent 

Council before 30 September of the subsequent financial year. 

• Annual report including the audited financial statements to be submitted to each Constituent 

Council before 30 September of the subsequent financial year. 

• Business Plan to be prepared in respect of the ensuing four years and to be updated each 

year. 

• Long-Term Financial Plan to be prepared and reviewed within 6 months of the adoption or 

update of the Business Plan and, in any event, to be reviewed every four years. 

• Asset and Infrastructure Management Plan to be prepared and reviewed at any time and, in 

any event, to be reviewed every four years. 

Systems and processes have been established to ensure compliance with the reporting 

requirements of the Regional Subsidiary.  
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Stormwater Management Authority 
 

The Board has committed to ensuring a successful relationship is maintained with the Stormwater 

Management Authority (SMA).  In this regard, Chairperson Judith Choate, Board Member Geoff Vogt 

and Project Director Peta Mantzarapis met with the Chairperson of the SMA Steven Haines and the 

General Manager David Trebilcock on 24 January 2019.  Peta Mantzarapis subsequently met with 

David Trebilcock on 28 March 2019 and is in regular contact to discuss timing and status of project 

works along with funding requirements.   

The SMA have provided confirmation that the required funding as set out in the Board’s 10-year 

financial plan will be available.  Further, the SMA have advised that any funding provided in the lead-

up to the approval of the SMP would not be considered part of the $70m funding commitment unless it 

relates to works that are very clearly capital projects defined in the SMP.  As such, of the available 

$70m, the following funds have been provided by the SMA to 30 June 2019: 

• Brown Hill Creek Diversion Culvert (delivered by DPTI)  $2,500,000 

• Victoria Park project works     $35,566 

• Remaining funds available     $67,464,434 

A process for claiming funds from the SMA has been established in consultation with David Trebilcock 

with funds being provided biannually in arrears.  
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5.2 Capital Works 
 

As previously set out herein, projects completed prior to the 2018/19 financial year include the Ridge 

Park Detention Dam and the Brown Hill Creek Diversion Culvert. 

Project works progressed during the current 2018/19 reporting period include: 

 

 

Upper Brown Hill Creek - Hawthorn Reserve 
 

The Hawthorn Reserve project involved creek 

widening and upgrade works and was delivered by the 

City of Mitcham in conjunction with the Mitcham 

Library upgrade.  Construction works were completed 

in early May and the creek works were officially 

opened on May 9th. 

 

 

 

 

An invoice has been submitted by City of Mitcham 

covering the majority of the cost with a smaller amount 

held over to July to allow final reconciliation of 

expenses.  Property acquisitions and associated land 

transfers will be completed in the coming months.  

 

 

  

Completed 

Creek 

Works 



 

 

 

Annual Report 2018/19 – Brown Hill and Keswick Creeks Stormwater Board Page 17 

Artist’s impression of the wetland 

South Park Lands  

Victoria Park/ Pakapakanthi (Park 16)  and Blue Gum Park/ Kurangga (Park 20)  

 

The South Park Lands project involves construction of 

a wetland at the southern end of Victoria Park/ 

Pakapakanthi (Park 16) and creek works within Blue 

Gum Park/ Kurangga (Park 20).  A concept design has 

been prepared by Tonkin and public consultation on 

the concept commenced on 4th of June 2019 and 

ended on 5th of July. The consultation process 

included direct engagement with key stakeholders 

along with an advert in the City Messenger and 

signage erected on both sites.  

 

 

 

Next steps include finalisation of and addressing the 

consultation outcomes, final revision of concept 

designs, Adelaide Park Lands Authority and City of 

Adelaide review process, lodgement of the 

Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 

Act referral and commencement of the Development 

Application process.  Preparation of final design 

drawings and tender documentation will be undertaken 

concurrently with the Development Application process. 
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Glenside 

 

This project involves enlargement of an existing detention basin from a capacity of 18ML to 37ML, to 

limit flow to the existing capacity of the culvert under the Fullarton and Greenhill Roads intersection.  

The detention basin, together with other works in the South Park Lands is intended to reduce the peak 

stormwater flows along Park Lands Creek and further downstream. 

The Glenside site is being developed by Cedar Woods 

and Stage 2 bulk earthworks are currently being 

designed.  Excavation of approximately 25,000m3 of 

material will be required to form the detention basin in 

addition to providing primary water quality treatment 

via new large gross pollutant traps. The works will 

include a slight re-alignment of the existing twin 

1950mm stormwater pipes to suit the layout of the 

development. 

The infrastructure is currently being designed and 

Cedar Woods is liaising with the City of Burnside for 

necessary approvals.  A design report will be produced 

and will be issued to Council. 

  



 

 

 

Annual Report 2018/19 – Brown Hill and Keswick Creeks Stormwater Board Page 19 

Artist’s impression of the proposed shared use path 

Upper Brown Hill Creek – Area 1 (Everard Park) 
 

This project involves installation of a covered culvert 

along the length of the creek from Anzac Highway to 

Third Avenue.  The creek is privately owned by a 

single owner on the northern side (Arcadian 

development site) and 8 owners on the southern side.  

The land required from the Arcadian site is to be 

vested in Council’s ownership and will contribute 

toward the open space requirements of the 

development.  Assessments of compensation have 

been prepared and offers of compensation have been 

made to the 8 owners at the southern side.  

Negotiations are underway with these owners.   

 

50% design and documentation has been completed 

and a quotation has been sought for the detailed 

design works and tender documentation.  Next steps 

include acquisition of the required land, EPA and 

NRMB referrals, arboreal assessment and 

development application for removal of trees. 

 

 

 

 

Beyond these current projects and in accordance with the Indicative 20 Year Works Schedule 

attached hereto as Appendix 1, the works scheduled to be completed in the coming 5-year period all 

form part of the Lower Brown Hill Creek Capacity Upgrades.  Close liaison with City of West Torrens 

will therefore be required. 
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5.3 Media Exposure & Community Engagement 
 

Media exposure during the 2018/19 reporting period included: 

• Adelaide Advertiser article on 14 January 2019 regarding a River Red Gum considered to be at 

risk due to the Project.  The project always intends to retain trees where possible and there is 

currently no indication that this significant tree is at risk. This has been communicated to 

Councillor Wright. 

• Adelaide Advertiser article on 25 February 2019 regarding a destroyed garden at Hawthorn 

Reserve.  The Hawthorn Reserve works were delivered by City of Mitcham and a council 

representative contacted Mr Wilson to apologise for the removal of the garden as part of the 

creek works. 

• Westside Weekly Messenger article on 10 April 2019 regarding City of West Torrens wish-list 

for federal funding, including a call for funding toward the Project. 

• Hawthorn Reserve – the official opening of the creek works was held onsite on 9 May 2019.  In 

addition, Outside Ideas shared updates on the project works via their social media and a 

project update was shared on the City of Mitcham website in January 2019. 

• The Mitcham Library and Brown Hill Creek Redevelopment Project was presented with the 

Institute of Public Works Engineering 2019 Excellence Award in the category of “Excellence in 

Design and/ or Construction of a Public Works Environmental Enhancement Project” in June 

2019. 

• A public consultation process was undertaken for the South Park Lands projects commencing 

4 June 2019.  Media exposure generated during the consultation period included: 

o The Advertiser print article 

o AdelaideNow online article 

o FIVEaa interview with Lord Mayor 

o Hit107 news update 

o Glam Adelaide online article 

• Engagement with 9 adjoining land owners directly affected by the Upper Brown Hill Creek – 

Area 1 (Everard Park/ Forestville) works has occurred over recent months. 

A copy of articles that have appeared in the media are included herewith and marked Appendix 2. 
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6. Operating and Capital Contributions 
 

A funding model has been established to enable determination of invoices required and to capture 

accurate detail relating to where the funds are going. 

Operational expenditure is fully funded by Constituent Councils and is invoiced biannually in advance.  

Each Council contributes a 20% share of the required budget. 

Capital expenditure is funded equally between the Constituent Councils and the SMA.  Of the 50% 

funded by the Constituent Councils, the percentage share is as follows: 

• City of Adelaide  8% 

• City of Burnside  12% 

• City of Mitcham  10% 

• City of Unley   21% 

• City of West Torrens  49% 

Invoices are issued to the Constituent Councils biannually in advance while invoices are issued to the 

SMA biannually in arrears.  Given the SMA contribution is made in arrears, a level of capital beyond 

the required budget is maintained for cash flow purposes. 

 

7. Audited Financial Statements 
 

The 2018/19 financial statements have been audited by Galpins and are attached as Appendix 3. 



 

  

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX 1 

Indicative 20 Year Works Schedule   



Brown Hill Keswick Creeks Stormwater Board
Indicative 20 Year Works Schedule

2016
SMP Budget

Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4
Ridge Park Detention Dam $2,800,000
BHC Diversion Culvert by DPTI $5,000,000
South Park Lands

Victoria Park $11,565,731
Park 20 $2,300,948
Glenside $3,491,319

Lower Brown Hill Creek Capacity Upgrades
Watson Avenue to Marion Road

Land Acquisition $1,511,328
Watson Ave - Marion Road Upgrade $4,971,382
Watson Ave Brige Replacement $1,649,781
Harvey Rd Bridge Replacement $1,459,980

Marion Road Bridge
Marion Rd Bridge Replacement $4,600,555

Marion Road to Birdwood Terrace
Land Acquisition $1,735,901
Birdwood Tce - Marion Rd Upgrade $8,218,666

Birdwood Terrace to South Road
Land Acquisition $617,432
Grassmere Res - Birdwood Tce Upgrade $3,225,360
Daly Rd Bridge Replacement $1,583,447
South Rd - Grassmere Res Upgrade $2,436,282

Anzac Highway to South Road Upgrade
Land Acquisition $1,433,013
Anzac Hwy - South Rd Upgrade $4,109,527
Farnham Rd Bridge Addition $1,517,542

Flow Diversions
Section 1 - Le Hunte Barracks $21,684,746
Section 2 - Barracks $6,041,679
Section 3 - Anzac Hwy $15,352,672

Upper Brown Hill Creek - Area 1
Creek Works & Easements $5,164,557
Bridge Upgrades $2,835,443

Upper Brown Hill Creek - Hawthorn Reserve $1,500,000
Upper Brown Hill Creek (excl. Area 1)

Creek Works - Area 5a $1,514,218
Creek Works - Areas 5B and 6 $3,230,332
Creek Works - Areas 2, 3 & Orphanage Pk $6,258,768
Bridge Upgrades (excl Area 1) $5,754,028
Creek Rehabilitation $1,817,062
Easements $2,725,592

Glen Osmond Creek Minor Upgrade Works $800,000
Water Quality Works (GPTs) $1,000,000

Year 4
19/20

Year 5
20/21

Year 11Year 10
25/26 26/27

Year 6
21/22

Year 9
24/25

Year 8
23/24

Year 7
22/23

Timing Schedule
Date Printed: 20/08/2019
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Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4 Q1 Q2 Q3 Q4

Year 20Year 19
34/35 35/36

Year 18
33/34

Year 17Year 16
31/32 32/33

Year 15
30/31

Year 14
29/30

Year 13
28/29

Year 12
27/28

Timing Schedule
Date Printed: 20/08/2019
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Media Articles  



14/01/2019 Fears 800-year-old tree could be axed for stormwater project - The Advertiser, 1/14/2019

https://metros.smedia.com.au/theadvertiser/PrintArticle.aspx?doc=NCADV%2F2019%2F01%2F14&entity=ar01101&mode=text 1/3

Fears 800-year-old tree could be axed for
stormwater project
CRAIG COOK 
URBAN AFFAIRS

FORESTVILLE residents are again rallying to protect a spectacular river red gum – believed to be
the oldest in the Unley district.

They fear the tree on Wilberforce Walk, which is estimated to be up to 800 years old, will be axed
as part of upcoming work to floodproof Brownhill Creek.

Residents first raised concerns over the tree’s future in 2015, and again highlighted the issue to
newly elected Unley councillor Emma Wright while she was on the campaign trail in the lead-up
to November’s local government elections.

“We often walk through the area on the way to the playground so we see it all the time,” said Cr
Wright, a mother of two young boys.

“People have had paintings done of the tree that have pride of place in their homes. They are
very passionate about it.

“Residents rightly want to know what’s happening with the Brownhill Creek stormwater project
and if the tree will be affected.”

As well as being possibly the oldest tree in the district, with a 7m trunk circumference, it is also
one of the largest.

A 2014 report by arborist Dean Nicolle – completed at the request of the Brownhill Creek
Forestville community group – said the tree was “highly worthy of retention”.

Despite evident and extensive termite activity, Mr Nicolle stated the tree was in “a good and
stable state of health”.

He added there was an extremely low likelihood of structural failure and the risk to public safety
was “low and acceptable”.

Cr Wright said she would seek further information from council staff about the tree’s future at an
elected member’s briefing session – on a date yet to be announced – but had already put her
stake in the ground.

“If it comes to the crunch, I’ll be kicking up a bit of a stink,” she said.
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14/01/2019 Fears 800-year-old tree could be axed for stormwater project - The Advertiser, 1/14/2019
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BEHEMOTH: Unley councillor Emma Wright and sons Oliver, 5, and Jack, 2,
marvel at the massive river red gum at Forestville. Picture: EMMA BRASIER/AAP



‘Massive dummy spit’ 
over destroyed garden
A FORMER Mitcham
councillor and Citizen
of the Year has lashed
out at council staff who
he says destroyed a
volunteer-planted gar-
den along Brownhill
Creek that took years
to construct.

John Wilson said he
spent his own money on the
project, including on an irri-
gation system which had been
torn apart during work to
flood-proof the creek.

“I did a total dummy-spit
when I saw the damage done
to work done by volunteers,”

he said. “What is so an-
noying is just the sheer
stupidity of it.” 

Named Mitcham’s
Citizen of the Year in
2013 for his work on
flood mitigation at
Brownhill Creek, Mr
Wilson said the plants
and equipment should

have been “salvaged”.
In an email to Mr Wilson,

Mitcham strategic projects en-
gineer Rick Hennig apologised
“for any communication short-
falls” and promised more ex-
tensive irrigation in the area
when works are complete.
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Council unveils election wish list
POLITICS

Anthony Johnson

SEVEN capital projects have
been targeted for federal
funding by West Torrens
Council ahead of the May
election.

But two of these – women’s
football changerooms at Rich-
mond Oval and flood miti-
gation via the Brownhill
Keswick Creek Stormwater

Project – are particularly close
the heart of West Torrens
Mayor Michael Coxon.

“I am extremely passionate
about creating safe and
healthy communities and
these projects need federal
funding to help them to be-
come reality,” Mr Coxon said.

He said that given the “me-
teoric rise in the popularity”
of women’s football, it was
necessary to build suitable
changeroom facilities through

an $850,000 federal grant.
“Richmond Oval is one of the
top 10 AFL playing surfaces in
the nation,” he said.

“The ground is outstanding
and council’s investment in
lighting for night games has
been a huge success. With the
development of the new facili-

ties, Richmond Oval will be-
come the centre of women’s
football in the west.”

For the $140 million five-
council Brownhill Keswick

Creek flood mitigation project,
Mr Coxon would like to see a
$50 million federal contribution
which would allow the project
to be delivered in five years in-
stead of 20 years under the cur-
rent plan.

West Torrens, the council
zone lowest downstream and
most at risk, has to pay the
lion’s share – 49 per cent – of
the local government cost,
with the State Government
chipping in $70 million. “Fed-

eral assistance would be very
welcome as it will allow us to
protect more than 200,000
residents likely to be affected
by a one-in-100-year flood
event,” Mr Coxon said.

The early phases of Kings
Reserve/Thebarton Oval up-
grade will require $2.6 million.

Stage One has started with
the completion of a wetland
and water harvesting, while the
Torrensville Bowling Club up-
grade should be finished by

mid-year. A new playground
and revamp to the skate park
should start in 2020.

The council hopes to com-
plete a $7.8 million makeover
of Thebarton Theatre before
its centenary in 2028. “The
idea is to allow it to compete
with other theatres like the
Entertainment Centre but this
would need a significant con-
tribution from the federal
government,” the council’s
chief, Terry Buss, said.
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Safe haven in the city
Wetland planned for Victoria Park to mitigate flood risk 

PARKLAND PLAN: An artist's impression of the wetlands proposed for the southern end of Victoria Park.     Picture: BROWNHILL KESWICK CREEK PROJECT

CELESTE VILLANI

IT’S a scene of tranquil splen-
dour, but this proposed wet-
land will have a powerful role
to play in safeguarding inner-
city suburbs from floods. 

The proposed wetland –
with a butterfly garden, picnic
areas and viewing decks – is
part of a $12.5 million upgrade
of Adelaide’s south parklands.

The wetland – at the south-
ern end of Victoria Park – is
one of the largest develop-
ments in the $140 million
Brownhill Keswick Creek Pro-
ject to mitigate the flood risk
for 7000 properties.

Project director Peta Man-
tzarapis said the wetland de-
velopment would contribute
to community safety.

“Crucially, these works will

lift the standard of flood pro-
tection in the south parklands
and are key in mitigating
flood risk across the catch-

ment, serving to safeguard
properties and community
spaces against major flooding
events,” Ms Mantzarapis said.

The entire Brownhill Kes-
wick Creek project aims to
protect properties in Adelaide,
Burnside, Mitcham, Unley

and West Torrens council
areas against a one-in-100-
year flood. The wetland would
help mitigate flooding along
the Park Lands Creek and re-
duce water flow into Unley.

New artist impressions also
include picnic areas, a shared
path, a stepping stone creek
and the realignment of some
of the existing creek line. “The
idea of creating the wetlands

and clearing up the old woody
weeds has been on the agenda
for a very long time,” said
Stephanie Johnston, a mem-
ber of Adelaide Park Lands
Authority and Adelaide Park

Lands Preservation Associ-
ation. “I think everyone is
looking forward to it.”

Public consultation ends
on July 5, with construction
expected to begin next year. 
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New $12.5m Wetlands In South Park 
Lands Need Design Feedback 
Feedback from the public is being sought on the proposed design of a new $12.5 million wetland in 
Adelaide’s South Park Lands 

By Glam Adelaide on Jun 17, 2019  

 
Favourite This Post  
Feedback from the public is being sought on the proposed design of a new $12.5 million 
wetland in Adelaide’s South Park Lands as part of the Brown Hill Keswick Creek 
Stormwater Project. 

The new wetland will be constructed at the southern end of Victoria Park/Pakapakanthi 
(Park 16) and is one of the largest developments in the Project’s approved Stormwater 
Management Plan, which is currently being implemented to improve the standard of flood 
protection for properties across the catchment council areas of Adelaide, Burnside, 
Mitcham, Unley and West Torrens. 

Designed to mitigate the flooding issues along Park Lands Creek, the works will contribute 
to a reduction in flows entering the City of Unley under Greenhill Road, thereby reducing 
the flooding risk to the mainly residential areas downstream. Other benefits include 
improved water quality, enhanced biodiversity through diversification of plant and animal 

https://glamadelaide.com.au/author/admin/


species, and new amenity and recreational facilities for park users, including footpaths, 
walking trails and picnic areas. 

 
A dedicated native grassland meadow for butterfly habitat will also be established, in 
addition to board walks, viewing platforms and a stepping stone creek path. 

The community consultation process is also seeking public feedback on planned works in 
nearby Blue Gum Park/Kurangga (Park 20), located at the north western corner of the 
Greenhill and Unley Road intersection. 

Proposed works in Blue Gum Park/Kurangga involve the construction of low-level 
mounding (typically less than 1m high), construction of a new shared use path, and 
realignment of existing creek lines in the southern section of the park. 

Both projects have been designed in accordance with previous feasibility studies and 
consultation processes and form part of the Project’s approved Stormwater Management 
Plan. 

Peta Mantzarapis, Project Director of the Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater Project, 
says community consultation will include distribution of information brochures to key 
stakeholders, local media advertising and site signage, with further information and online 
feedback forms available at www.bhkcstormwater.com.au. 

“We’ve already conducted extensive consultation in developing the SMP along with site 
investigations and design development for these works in the South Park Lands, and are 

http://www.bhkcstormwater.com.au/


now giving the public a final opportunity to provide any feedback on the designs before 
construction commences,” said Ms Mantzarapis. 

“We encourage members of the public to review the designs and provide any further 
feedback. 

“Crucially, these works will lift the standard of flood protection in the South Park Lands and 
are key in mitigating flood risk across the catchment, serving to safeguard properties and 
community spaces against major flooding events.” 

Feedback on the proposed works closes at 5pm on Friday 5 July 2019, with Ms Mantzarapis 
anticipating construction of both projects to commence next year. 

The Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater Project is a collaboration between Adelaide, 
Burnside, Mitcham, Unley and West Torrens councils to develop and implement an effective 
stormwater management plan to improve the standard of flood protection for homes, 
businesses and public facilities across the catchment. 

Extending from the Adelaide Hills in the east to Adelaide Airport in the west, the Brown Hill 
Keswick Creek Stormwater Project covers a catchment area of 69 square kilometres and 
more than 200,000 residents. Flood mitigation works detailed in the Project’s Stormwater 
Management Plan will reduce the number of properties affected by a one in 100-year flood 
event by nearly 98%. 

For more information about the Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater Project, visit 
www.bhkcstormwater.com.au. 

 

http://www.bhkcstormwater.com.au/
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