
What do you think of the design for the
Victoria Park/Pakapakanthi (Park 16)
wetland? 

What is the Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater 
Project?
Brown Hill, Keswick, Glen Osmond and Park Lands 
Creeks are important drainage watercourses in 
metropolitan Adelaide.  The creeks have a history of 
flooding and a low standard of flood protec�on, and 
therefore a rela�vely high flood risk.

Their combined catchment is mainly contained within 
the local government areas of Adelaide, Burnside, 
Mitcham, Unley and West Torrens which are home to 
more than 200,000 residents.

The Brown Hill Keswick Creek Stormwater Project is a 
collabora�ve undertaking between the catchment 
councils to develop and implement a Stormwater 
Management Plan (SMP) to mi�gate serious flood risks 
and help safeguard proper�es across the catchment.

What is proposed for Victoria Park/Pakapakanthi 
(Park 16)?
A wetland is proposed at the southern end of Victoria 
Park/Pakapakanthi (Park 16). The wetland will include 
areas of permanent water, areas that become 
inundated during ‘normal’ flows and a broader area 
that will only become inundated during a large flood 
event.  

The wetland will include a range of features that 
facilitate recrea�onal use of the area such as footpaths 
and walking trails that connect to the exis�ng path 
network, dedicated na�ve grassland meadows for 
bu�erfly habitat, board walks and viewing pla�orms, 
stepping stones for an ‘adventurous crossing of the 
water’ and picnic areas . 

The design incorporates mounding (‘berms’) on the 
western, northern and south eastern sec�ons of the 
site to help contain water during a flood event. The 
exis�ng running track will be retained with the southern 
sec�on of the track realigned slightly such that it is on 

top of the northern mound, providing views over the 
sports fields to the north and the wetland to the south. 
There will be a shared used path on the top of the 
western mound. The mounding will be up to 2.9 metres 
in some loca�ons.

How will the wetland help manage flooding issues?
The wetland is one of a number of discrete 
infrastructure projects that was iden�fied by the Brown 
Hill Keswick Creek Catchment Stormwater Management 
Plan. The wetland and associated infrastructure will 
contribute to a reduc�on in flows in Park Lands Creek 
which joins with Glen Osmond Creek in Unley to form 
Keswick Creek. A second, complementary project is 
planned for Blue Gum Park/Kurangga (Park 20)  (refer 
separate informa�on brochure).

A culvert near the intersec�on of Fullarton Road and 
Greenhill Road discharges flows from the Burnside 
Council area into Park Lands Creek. There are addi�onal 
inflows into the creek from City of Adelaide drainage 
systems along the length of the creek through the Park 
Lands, prior to discharging into the City of Unley via a 
culvert under Greenhill Road. 

During high flow events the wetland and mounds will 
provide temporary deten�on storage. The wetland will 
reduce peak flows in Park Lands Creek during high flow 
events by as much as 55%. This, combined with the 
works proposed in Blue Gum Park/Kurangga (Park 20) , 
will contribute to a reduc�on in flows entering the City 
of Unley under Greenhill Road, thereby reducing the 
flooding risk to the mainly residen�al areas 
downstream.

Will there be any impact on exis�ng users? 
Given the nature of the wetland development, there 
may be a longer-term impact on some exis�ng users of 
this space. Further, there will be restric�ons on use of 

The Brown Hill and Keswick Creeks Stormwater Board is 
seeking to construct a wetland at the southern end of 
Victoria Park/ Pakapakanthi (Park 16).

The wetland is part of the broader Brown Hill Keswick 
Creek Stormwater Project and aims to reduce the peak 
flows in Park Lands Creek.  Flows from this creek enter 
the City of Unley via a culvert under Greenhill Road.

In addi�on to contribu�ng to the management of 
flooding in Park Lands Creek and downstream 
residen�al areas, the wetland will deliver a range of 
benefits including improving water quality, enhancing 

To provide your feedback on 
the wetland design, complete 
the online feedback form at  

www.bhkcstormwater.com.au

How will safety near the wetland be managed? 
The wetland will be designed to ensure the safety of 
all users while encouraging close access to the water. 
The design will follow best prac�ce design methods 
that help keep the users of the space safe.  Measures 
such as gentle ba�ers at the edges, incorpora�ng 
safety benches and using thick vegeta�on to 
discourage entry at some loca�ons will all be used for 
the wetland to avoid fencing.

Where people are encouraged to have direct access 
to the water, such as via viewing pla�orms and 
boardwalks over open water, kick rails and hand rails 
will be used.   

Will any trees be removed to build the wetland?
One of the key considera�ons of the design 
op�misa�on process that has occurred since 2012 has 
been to minimise tree removal. A full arboreal 
assessment of trees in the vicinity of the works has 
been undertaken and the current concept only 
requires the removal of two significant na�ve trees.

The exis�ng stand of poplar trees on the northern 
bank of Park Lands creek will be removed. Poplars are 
a weed species and are not indigenous to the area. 

The project will result in a net tree gain in Victoria 
Park/Pakapakanthi (Park 16). 

the biodiversity of the area and crea�ng amenity for 
park users, such as spaces to picnic, rest and watch 
sport.

The design for the wetland has been developed with 
regard to feedback from previous consulta�on 
processes. 

To assist in finalising the design ready for the approval 
and construc�on process, the project is engaging with 
stakeholders and the community. 

the area during the construc�on period. Any 
implica�ons rela�ng to specific users will be managed 
on a case by case basis. 

What benefits will the wetland deliver?
The primary func�on of the wetland is to reduce the 
flood risk, however the wetland will also deliver a range 
of other benefits including:

• Reten�on and enhancement of the exis�ng bu�erfly 
 habitat

• Improved biodiversity through diversifica�on of plant 
 and animal species

• Improved amenity and recrea�onal facili�es for park 
 users 

• Enhanced natural environment through improved 

 tree health along the creek line and removal of weed 
 species 

• Treatment of stormwater and improved water quality 
 entering downstream receiving waters

What about mosquitoes?
Mosquitoes are generally not a problem in 
well-designed urban wetlands. Wetland designs 
incorporate deep pools of permanent water that 
provide a habitat for mosquito predators and this has 
been found to keep the mosquitoes at bay. 

What’s next?
Development of the stormwater management plan and 
iden�fica�on of recommended works has been many 
years in the making.  Works specific to this wetland 
commenced in 2009 with a feasibility study and 
consulta�on.  Extensive consulta�on, site inves�ga�ons 
and design development have occurred since this �me.

Feedback on the wetland design closes at
5pm Friday 5 July 2019

To provide your feedback, complete the online 
feedback form at www.bhkcstormwater.com.au.

Once all feedback has been considered, the design will 
be finalised and the necessary approvals for 
construc�on obtained.

It is an�cipated that construc�on of the wetland will 
commence in 2020.
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